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Nurses & Midwives – the backbone of Pacific EMTs

• Nurses leading the development 
and coordination of most Pacific 
Emergency Medical Teams

• Nurses comprise the largest 
cohort of health emergency 
responders

• Critical to continue training, and 
expand emergency skills – e.g.
25x25x25 initiative on BLS





Objectives of the EMT Initiative



History of the EMT Initiative



Lessons from Haiti

• In clinical care and health response “good 
intentions” are not enough

• Principles, standards and quality count, 
even in “mega-disasters” and complex 
emergencies

• Operations support and logistics are as 
important as clinical skills

• National leadership and coordination is key 
but may need additional support 

• A global governance system was required



2021 – Emergency Medical Teams “Blue Book”



EMTs – Predictable Health Emergency Response







WHO Verified/Classified EMTs in the Western 
Pacific Region
Classified international EMTs (12 WPR 
EMTs of 40 globally classified EMT)

• AUSMAT (Australia)

• Aspen Medical (Australia)

• China International EMT (5)

• FEMAT (Fiji)

• JDR (Japan)

• KDRT (Republic of Korea)

• Mercy Malaysia

• NZMAT (New Zealand)

Twelve EMTs currently working towards 

international verification/classification
• Backpacker Medics (Australia) 

• China International EMT (x3)

• Humanitarian Medical Assistance (HuMA - Japan)

• PACMAT (New Zealand)

• PeaceWinds (Japan)

• PEMAT (Philippines)

• Mongolia Military EMT (MONMIL EMT)

• Respond Global (Australia)

• Singapore EMT (SGEMT)

• Tokushukai Medical Assistance Team (TMAT) 

(Japan)



Expanding EMTs Across the Pacific



EMT Self-Sufficiency: Cache

• Equipment and supplies 
required for a team to 
maintain full self-sufficiency, 
provide high-quality care, 
maintain communication, 
sanitation, power, etc.

• WHO EMT Blue Book provides 
minimum requirements, but 
each team adapts to their 
environment (e.g. Mongolia 
vs. Fiji)



Recent/Upcoming Pacific EMT Courses/Exercises
• Two EMT training courses in the 

Solomon Islands ahead of Pacific Games 
and cyclone season, and two held in 
Vanuatu in October

• Full-scale exercise in Samoa in early 
November 2023

• Team member trainings happening this 
week in the Cook Islands and Federated 
States of Micronesia

• EMT orientation workshop in French 
Polynesia in December 2023 and team 
member trainings in RMI and Tuvalu in 
early 2024

• Currently supporting all South Pacific 
EMTs to be ready for the cyclone season 
- operational/cache readiness



Recent Pacific EMT Deployments

• FEMAT national deployment for 
outbreaks and disasters, as well as to 
Tuvalu and Vanuatu for COVID-19

• VanMAT (Vanuatu) national 
deployments for Tropical Cyclones Judy, 
Kevin and Lola in 2023

• MIMAT (Marshall Islands) deployments 
for COVID-19 response on outer islands 
in 2022

• Pasifika Medical Association EMT 
(PACMAT) deployment to Tonga –
volcano/tsunami response, and recently 
within NZ

• Tonga Emergency Medical Assistance 
Team (TEMAT) to Ha’apai Islands –
volcano/tsunami response in 2022



Pacific EMT Donor-Partners



Thank you!
Any questions?

http://extranet.who.int/emt/ 

scasey@who.int 

For more information…
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