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Overview of HIMF

• Established during the 11th Pacific Health 
Ministers Meeting in 2015 

• Tracks the progress of each Pacific Island 
countries and areas (PICs) towards the Healthy 
Islands vision

• World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
Pacific Community (SPC), as joint secretariats, 
collaborate with PICs to conduct a HIMF 
progress review every two years 



Key Findings from the HIMF 3rd

Progress Review



People across the Pacific are expected live longer, with longer life expectancy and 
reduced preventable deaths, except in a select few PICs.
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People across the Pacific are expected live longer, with longer life expectancy and 
reduced preventable deaths, except in a select few PICs.



Inequitable access to essential health services, such as routine maternal and child 
health services or immunization, across the Pacific.



Inequitable access to essential health services, such as routine maternal and child 
health services or immunization, across the Pacific.



Advancement in NCD prevention and management policies has been stagnant over 
time or even reversed in the past two years.

No excise tax is collected on 
cigarettes.

Tobacco excise tax legislation is 
being developed, or cigarette 
excise tax  ≤ 20% of retail price.
21-30% of retail price of 
cigarettes is excise tax.

31–50% of retail price of 
cigarettes is excise tax.

51–70% of retail price of 
cigarettes is excise tax

>70% of retail price of 
cigarettes is excise tax.



No alcohol excise tax is collected. 

Alcohol excise taxation is being 
developed based on beverage type 
or ethanol content.
Alcohol excise taxation system is in 
place and based on beverage type or 
ethanol content.
Excise tax is based on ethanol 
content and is applied across all 
beverage types, OR if bands are 
applied, excise tax is based on the 
ethanol content at the top of each 
band AND excise tax is reviewed or 
adjusted for inflation annually for at 
least one beverage type.
Excise tax is based on ethanol 
content and is applied across all 
beverage types OR if bands are 
applied, excise tax is based on the 
ethanol content at the top of each 
band AND excise tax is reviewed 
annually or adjusted for inflation 
annually for ALL beverage types.
Level 4 AND excise tax is stated by 
the Government as an important 
public health tool to reduce alcohol 
consumption/harm.

Advancement in NCD prevention and management policies has been stagnant over 
time or even reversed in the past two years.



Healthcare resources had limited improvement over time and have yet to reach a 
sufficient level. 
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Healthcare resources had limited improvement over time and have yet to reach a 
sufficient level. 
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Persistent inequitable access to safely managed water and sanitation services and 
use of clean fuels across PICs.

*Country data reported by Cook Islands, New Caledonia and Samoa are based on the monitoring criteria, “Improved”, that was adopted when HIMF was established 
and has since updated to match SDGs.



Persistent inequitable access to safely managed water and sanitation services and 
use of clean fuels across PICs.



Conclusion

• Each PIC made progress towards the Healthy Islands 
vision, but large variation in the pace, breath and 
magnitude.

• With HIMF designed specifically to measure health 
development in Pacific, it should be the foundation 
for decision making to attain the Healthy Islands 
vision.

• Make better use of HIMF data, beyond merely 
reporting indicators every two years.



Conclusion

• To strengthen HIMF implementation and use:
• Pacific created, Pacific led
• Require high-level commitment to mobilize 

adequate resources and promote cross-ministry 
collaboration.

• Leverage health information experts from the 
Pacific Health Information Network, with support 
from WHO and SPC, to coordinate progress 
review in-country.

• Develop recommendations to revise the 
framework, with support from joint secretariats, 
to ensure HIMF remains fit-for-purpose.



Thank you!
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