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What’s new in ICD-11?

• For the first time, the ICD is fully electronic, currently providing access 
to 17 000 diagnostic categories, with over 100 000 index terms

• Up to date scientific knowledge 
• New core chapters 
• New supplementary chapters and sections 
• Extension codes 
• Multiple uses, which will be provided by a suite of Tabular Lists 



Structure of the ICD-11
Coding Tool and Browser
Coding tool → Alphabetical Index

Browser → Tabular List



Code Structure of ICD-11
• ICD-11 codes are alphanumeric. 
• First character relates to the 

chapter. It may be a letter or a 
number. This will be the same for 
all codes in a chapter.

• Second character is a letter
• Hierarchical relations are 

retained at the 4-character code 
level.



Code Structure of ICD-11
Stem codes
• Stem codes are codes in the ICD-11 that may be assigned alone



Code Structure of ICD-11 
Extension codes
• Extension codes are a new concept in the ICD. 
• They cannot be assigned alone
• They are supplementary codes designed for use when additional 

detail is desired with a stem code. 
• Extension codes are optional, and their use will be decided by 

individual countries. 



Code Structure of ICD-11
Postcoordination using ICD-11
• Clusters are created either through combining multiple stem codes, or 

combining a stem code and an extension code or codes.
• A forward slash / is used to combine two stem codes
• An ampersand & is used to combine a stem code with extension 

codes.
Stem code with extension codes: 
Hyperplastic polyps in the sigmoid colon. 
Pathology report revealed tubular adenoma 
with low grade dysplasia. 
Cluster: 2E92.4Y&XA8YJ9&XH7SY6
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ICD-11 Digital Tools

Support to MSs in 
implementing ICD-11



ICD-11 Digital Tools
Global tools and 

resource to support 
implementation

• ICD-11 Coding tool 
(multilingual)  

• ICD-11 Browser 
(multilingual)

• Mapping tables 
(ICD-10-ICD-11)

• Morbidity tools
• Mortality tools
• Implementation 

guidance

Training tools and 
platform 

•ICD-FIT platform: 
Interface for line 
coding

•ICD-11 eLearning 
course

Software 
integration

•ICD-11 APIs with 
language specific 
layer 

•Embedded 
Classification Tool 
(Coding tool and 
Browser interface)

•Online and offline 
deployment 
options

•Propose platform 

Translation 
Platform

•can be used by 
registered 
translators 

•7 languages are 
available with 23 
more underway



Implementing ICD-11: 4 stages approach and its progress

Global WPR
Stage 1: Orientation and familiarization: national 
advocacy and orientation 88 6

Stage 2:  Planning and piloting: developing the national 
implementation plan/roadmap and initiating pilots 64 5

Stage 3: National scale-up: cross-sectional 
collaboration and enterprise planning

12
1

Stage 4: Routine reporting: improving completeness 
and timeliness, data quality and promoting use of data 0

Unit: No. of countries



Recommended actions in developing national 
ICD-11 implementation plan  
• Form a national taskforce/committee including all stakeholders
• Situation analysis: ICD implementation status, digitalization of the 

information system, institutional and HR capacities, policy and 
regulations, et al 

• National wide Capacity building to different audiences on different 
aspects 

• Technology infrastructure and imbedding into current information 
systems

• Data quality control and monitoring



WHO CCs for the Family of International 
Classifications in the Region
• AUS-56 (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare)
• CHN-125 (China National Health Development Research 

Center)
• CHN-143 (Peking Union Medical College Hospital)
• JPN-85 (Japan ICD Office, Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare) 
• KOR-107 (Korea Health Information Service)



Australian Collaborating Centre

• Since 1991, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has been 
designated as the WHO Collaborating Centre for the Family of 
International Classifications (WHO-FIC) in Australia (known as the 
ACC). 

• Our role as the ACC is primarily to assist and advise the WHO in the 
development, dissemination, implementation, maintenance and 
updating of the WHO-FIC classifications, including ICD-11.



Australian Collaborating Centre

The ACC has committed to providing technical support to regional users 
of the ICD through:
• Support ICD coding assessment to improve use and application of the 

ICD 
• Provide ICD related training for countries
• Share international experiences on ICD-11 implementation and ICD 

coding quality control
• Provide technical support to improve the quality of medical death 

certification.
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